Revison 1.0
Noun Plurals
The Easy Cases

The easiest noun plurals require only the addition of a suffix of |]3’- (for masculine words) or

D (for feminine words).
"ﬁD; > D"}ﬁb; (first-born, masculine)
Dﬁ‘??_'j > ﬂ‘lbﬁ‘?f} (dream, feminine)

In some cases, masculine nouns take the S ending and feminine nouns take the 2 ending.

These have to be learned as they come up.

AN > MAaN (father, masculine)

T

Y > oy (city, feminine)

Important Terms

When suffixes are added to words, it can change the distance between the accent and existing

syllables. For example, when we form the plural of J;ﬁD (yielding D’;;ﬁb ) the first

gyllable goes from being next to the accent to the second syllable in front of the accent. It isvery
useful to have terms to describe syllables by their distance from the accent.

tonic The accented syllable. This is usually the last syllable, and is
always the syllable with the trope mark.

pretonic The syllable just before the accent.

propretonic The second syllable before the accent.
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Propretonic Vowel Reduction

Vowels tend to change when the plura suffix adds a new syllable, moving existing syllables
away from the accent. A common change comes when the new syllable moves an existing
gyllable two places from the accent. For ease of speech, the vowel in the propretonic syllable
may be reduced by replacing the vowel with a sheva.

For example, take the following case:

pig| > D"\;'l (word or thing, masculine)

T T

Originally, there were two syllables, and the first was pretonic (immediately in front of the
accented syllable). But when the suffix is added, the first syllable becomes propretonic, and the .

is reduced to . Reduction happens when the vowel in the propretonic syllable is either a Lora.
and the syllable is open. (A syllable is open if it does not end with a consonant, and the
following syllable does not start with a doubled consonant (one with a dagesh hazak)). Other
examples:

= > (mEhipl) (old man, masculine)
Dﬁp?; > ﬂ‘lbﬁp?; (place, feminine)

Pretonic Vowel Reduction

The form of vowel reduction discussed above applies when the propretonic syllable is open and
hasT or asthevowel. A different type of vowel reduction happens when the propretonic
gyllable is closed or has a non-reducible vowel. In these cases, if the syllable before the accent

(the pretonic syllable) has Lor. for avowsl, two things can happen. When the pretonic vowel is

o it is usually retained unchanged, and the plural ending is just added.
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D@Wb > D’D@Wb (judgement, masculine)
'[13‘7?_3 > D’DP}‘?@ (messenger, masculine)

But when the pretonic vowel is _ that vowel reduces to a sheva

mam > nam (altar, feminine)
N > D’E’N (enemy, masculine)
IHD > D’JUD (priest, masculine)

Single Syllable Nouns

Monosyllabic nouns with vowels ’DE and 1 have no change in the plural stem:

kg > DY (song, masculine)
PIN > DN (sign, feminie)
DD > mpjmb e (horse, masculine)

Monosyllabic nouns with the vowel . usually have no change in the plural stem:

=] > mhjal| (blood, masculine)

Monosyllabic nouns with the vowel  can behave in two ways. The stem may not change:
'y > mEN'PY (tree, masculine)

Or, the final stem consonant may be doubled and the _ replaced with
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' > mEEN (arrow, masculine)

Nouns with the vowel _ have two cases. If the final stem consonant isa guttural or 7} the stem
vowse islengthened to L

min > =Ty (mountain, masculine)
Otherwise, the final consonant is doubled and the stem vowel is unchanged:

[mpej > QoY (people, masculine)

Monosyllabic nouns with the vowel . usually have the stem vowel replaced by . and the final

stem vows is doubled:

Pﬂ > D’Pﬂ (statute, masculine)

However, beware. Sometimes words normally spelled with ) are defectively spelled with -

Such words have no stem change before the plural ending, as explained above.

A Special Case - Two Syllable Words With The Accent On The First Syllable

There is a specia class of two-syllable words with the accent on the first syllable, such as the
following:

'[‘7?5 > D’D‘?D (king, masculine)

i |
L
\%

D’ﬂ;? (sacrifice, masculine)

9D > DD (book, masculine)
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7aY > 273  (servant, masculine)
[[[[ﬂ][[[ﬂ]]'\‘?'l > ﬂﬁﬂ‘?"[ (door, feminine)
Note that the vowel patterns are the same in all but the last example, which has the usual

replacement for avoca sheva when dealing with a guttural. Gutturals cannot take a vocal sheva.

Feminine Nouns Cases

Most feminine nouns ending in ;'IT simply have the feminine plural ending added in place of ﬂf.

ﬂ;@/’ > D’;@? (year, feminine)
;'l"\jﬂ > inhimhin (teaching, feminine)
273 > M373 (blessing, feminine)

However, when feminine words ending in ’-L have two syllables and the first syllable is closed

the plura has a different stem. Note the regular vowel change.

ﬂ;‘??; > ﬁﬁD‘??:ﬁ (queen, feminine)
nyal > m::;; (hill, feminine)
ﬂ@'\ﬂ > ﬂﬁb'\fj (reproach, feminine)

Femininenounsthat endin 1 N_ N MY P or 1Y have avariety of forms, and

have to be memorized as you encounter them.

iglol > ﬂﬁ; (daughter, feminine)
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nYy > mEFphY; (time, feminine)
mr:wr: > REn (office, femining)
N2 > DINDD (sin, femining)
nhan > QNN (spear, feminine)
m:‘?rg > n‘m:‘?r; (kingdom, feminine)

Two Syllable Words With The[§_ Vowel Pattern

Two syllable words with the ?_ vowel pattern have a regular contraction in the plural stem.

ﬂ’i > mpiukl) (olive tree, masculine)

‘778 > D"?’S (ram, masculine)

Irregular Noun Plurals

There are many common words with irregular plurals that have to be learned as they come up.
Most of theirregular plurals are very common words because uncommon words do not come up
often enough for speakers to remember the deviations. See page 43 of the text.

AN > MAaN (father, masculine)
IN > DWPIN (man, masculine)
N > D) (woman, feminine)
ﬂ?é > Qna (house, masculine)
D > oy (city, feminine)



Revision 1.0

NS > DN (head, masculine)

mpl > D (day, masculing)

The Dual Plurality

Hebrew aso has a dua plurality. It is used mostly for things that come in pairs, like hands.

ut > o (hand, feminine, dual)

N > DN (ear, feminine, dual)



